Caring For Your Laptop

On A Weekly Basis – 

1. Repair disk permissions through disk utility. Select Finder/Go/Utilities/Disk Utility. Select the bbbsd-angel disk. Select the Repair Disk Permissions button. This process may take a few minutes.

2. Get rid of hard drive cluttering data by control-clicking on the Trash in the Dock and choosing Empty Trash.

3. Does your Mac seem slow? Relaunch your browsers. This is unnecessary if you're shutting your Mac down each night or restarting your Mac today.

4. Choose Software Update from the Apple menu to see whether any new Apple software is available. If it is, you can choose to install those updates right then and there. Alternatively, tell Software Update to check for updates automatically: Open the Software Update preference pane, click on the Scheduled Check tab, and select the Check For Updates option. Software Update can check daily, weekly, or monthly and, if you like, automatically download any updates.

On A Monthly Basis - 

1. Check for third-party software updates at Versiontracker.com or Macupdate.com every couple weeks or once a month.

2.  Use Apple's Disk Utility to verify your disk directory. Make sure the disk hardware is healthy too by looking at the SMART status at the bottom of the Disk Utility window. It should say OK. If it says Fail, backup your disk immediately and replace the drive.

3. Clean your laptop. Use a damp cloth to wipe exterior; use compressed air or an anti-static vacuum to remove dust from keyboard and vents. 

On A Quarterly Basis - 

1. Go to the Accounts preferences pane, select your user account, and then click on the Login Items tab. See anything you don't want or need? Delete it.

2. Delete files (especially unwanted programs, music, and movies) that you no longer use.

3. Maximize the life of your laptop's battery by recalibrating it following these steps:

   1. Plug in the power adapter and fully charge your MacBook's battery until the light ring or LED on the power adapter plug changes to green and the onscreen meter in the menu bar indicates that the battery is fully charged.

   2. Allow the battery to rest in the fully charged state for at least two hours. You may use your computer during this time as long as the adapter is plugged in.

   3. Disconnect the power adapter with the computer still on and start running the computer off battery power. You may use your computer during this time. When your battery gets low, you will see the low battery warning dialog on the screen.

   4. Continue to keep your computer on until it goes to sleep. Save all your work and close all applications when the battery gets very low, before the computer goes to sleep.

   5. Turn off the computer or allow it to sleep for five hours or more.

   6. Connect the power adapter and leave it connected until the battery is fully charged again.

Tip: When the battery reaches "empty", the computer is forced into sleep mode. The battery actually keeps back a reserve beyond "empty", to maintain the computer in sleep for a period of time. Once the battery is truly exhausted, the computer is forced to shut down. At this point, with the safe sleep function, the computer's memory contents have been saved to the hard drive. When power is restored, the computer returns itself to its pre-sleep state using the safe sleep image on the hard drive.

